
   

Principal’s Update 

Dear Parents, 

 

I am excited to be the proud principal of 

Sun Blaze Elementary School! The summer 

was full of planning and preparation for an 

amazing school year that will be filled with 

learning, growth and lifelong memories.  
 

The year has started off strong and our 

Olympic learners have begun the journey of 

believing, training and achieving. With the 

2016 Olympics taking place this year, we 

thought this was the perfect time to incor-

porate the various aspects of becoming an 

Olympian into our school theme. This year 

Sun Blaze Elementary will reach high 

achievement and even greater success with 

this motto in mind: “Believing. Training. 

Achieving.” 
 

We encourage our students to set goals 

and first believe that they can achieve any-

thing they set their mind to. Theodore Roo-

sevelt once said “Believe in yourself and 

you’re halfway there.” This is something we 

will continuously impress upon the stu-

dents this year, because we know that once 

they believe they can do it, success is al-

ready within their reach.  
 

For every Olympic success story, there 

were even more stories of challenge and 

adversity. Training with a growth mindset 

helps students accept challenges more 

readily and bounce back when things don’t 

go as planned or concepts are not learned 

as easily as before. A growth mindset is 

critical to the success of an athlete, as well 

as, a learner, and we are inspiring our stu-

dents to approach challenges with an “I 

can’t do this…yet” attitude as opposed to 

the defeated or fixed mindset of “I can’t do 

this”.  
 

We are believing and training, which will 

lead to a year full of achievement and suc-

cess. We are excited to celebrate the suc-

cess of each individual student and the 

school as a team.  
 

Please plan to attend Open House on Tues-

day, September 13th from 6:00-7:30pm. 

You will have the opportunity to see some 

of the incredible things your children are 

working on in class, and learn more about 

the curriculum and expectations for the 

school year. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Turner 

Principal 

September, 2016 

         Monthly Flyer 

Upcoming Events 

September 5th  

 Labor Day (No School) 

September 6th  

 K-3 Hearing Screening  

September 8th 

 SAC Meeting                       

5:00 pm (Media Center) 

 PTA General Meeting      

6:00 pm (Media Center) 

September 11th  

 Patriot Day  

September 13th  

 School Pictures 

 Open House                  

6:00-7:30 pm  

September 14th  

 Room Parent Training      

9:00 am (Media Center) 

September 16th  

 Progress Reports Go 

Home 

 PTA Sponsored Skate 

Party                                

6:00-8:00 pm (Astro Skate 

Family Center) 

September 28th  

 Science Club Meeting          

2:00-4:00 pm (Room 113) 
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Media Center News 

                                     

 

My name is Mrs. Boston and I am the media specialist at Sun Blaze. I am excited to meet all of our students 
and see them reading!  If you have any extra time, I’d love to have your help in the Media Center in the af-
ternoons.   
 

 Students that are independent readers will be given an individual Accelerated Reader goal. This goal is de-
termined by your child’s teacher. The expectation is for each student to reach their goal by the end of the 
nine week period. Students will earn AR points by reading AR books and passing the book quiz with 80% or 
higher.  Please remember, in order to meet their goal they have to have an overall quiz average of 80%.  We 
will celebrate all of those that reach their goal with a special treat! New reading goals will be set each nine 
week period. 
 

A special thank you to Rosedelma Diaz De Leon and Jimena Chica for decorating the Media Center.  Also, to 
Armando Chica with AC signs for donating his printing services.   

 
 

PE News 
 

 

 

Welcome back!  We are looking forward to a fun and exciting 2016-17 school year! 

 

Here are a few things you and your child can expect.  The philosophy of the Sun Blaze Physical Education 

program is to develop both the mind and body through movement.   Physical Education is an integral part of 

your child’s education that contributes to their growth and development.  It is the goal to give your child a 

positive P.E. experience and to help them gain an appreciation of the importance of staying healthy through 

lifetime fitness and recreational activities.  Your child will have experiences in individual, team, and group 

activities that place an emphasis on participation, cooperation, and success through personal goals.  In addi-

tion, a continued emphasis on nutrition and health will be explored through activities provided in the district 

adopted curriculum. 
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Behavior Specialist’s Buzz 

 
 

 
 
Welcome back to what I am sure will be another wonderful year for your child/children and you here at Sun 

Blaze Elementary School  My name is Monique C. Rivers and I am your school Behavior Specialist. As an 

OCPS Behavior Specialist, I am available to students, teachers, and parents.  The role of a behavior specialist 

includes providing behavioral support in the school setting. This can be done in the form of a written behav-

ioral plan and/or social skills training. I can also assist students needing more in depth counseling services by 

referring them to the appropriate mental health agencies. I look forward to meeting many of you at Open 

House.  

 
September 26, 2016 is Family Day, a national day to eat dinner as a family. Celebrate Family Day by having 
a fun meal that brings everyone together. Frequent family dinners have been proven to help keep kids safe, 
healthy and drug free.  
Become a Family Day STAR!  

I commit to: 
S- Spend time with my kids 
T- Talk to them about their friends, interests and the dangers of nicotine, alcohol, and other drugs  
A- Answer their questions and listen to what they say 
R- Recognize that I have the power to help keep my kids substance free! 

 
 

Wellness News 
 
 
It is the time of year where lots of you are training for your first 5k or half marathon.  Here are some tips to 
help you through the rut. 
 
1. Pick an appropriate training schedule.  
 Target a time of day.  
 Be accountable.  
 Set a goal.  
 Find objective measurements.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/30/1a/Health_1.jpg%3Fitok%3DSfc6Xq5G&imgrefurl=http://www.examiner.com/article/five-wellness-tips&h=325&w=325&sz=31&tbnid=5kZkIiKR2PB5BM:&t
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/30/1a/Health_1.jpg%3Fitok%3DSfc6Xq5G&imgrefurl=http://www.examiner.com/article/five-wellness-tips&h=325&w=325&sz=31&tbnid=5kZkIiKR2PB5BM:&t
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Welcome Back to School 
By Ms. Hoffman, Varying Exceptionalities Teacher 

 

 
 

Welcome back to school! Back to school time is filled with the excitement of new backpacks, teachers, and 

reunions with friends. I am thrilled to get to know our new students and get the 2016-2017 school year start-

ed. The following are some helpful back to school tips to make a smooth transition this school year. 

 

 Keep a wall calendar and erasable bulletin board to keep track of activities, school events and announce-

ments. 

 

 Designate and clear a place to do homework.   

 

 Review binders and homework folders each night for teacher’s notes, homework, tests, or classroom in-

formation.  

 

 Form a partnership with the teacher to communicate by email, note, or telephone.  

 

 Keep lines of communication open with your child. Make time every night to talk about their day. En-

courage them to talk to you about any concerns, or if they need any help. 

 

Source- http://kidshealth.org/ 
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Art News 

 

Happy September, Sun Blaze families! As another year begins I am so excited to see the amazing work that 
will come from our Sun Blaze artists. Please note that as work comes home the project may have been more 
about the process and understanding the technique, history, and creative innovations of those artists who 
came before us, not solely focused on the end product. This month we focus on the medium of drawing and 
how we can use the tools of drawing in unique and creative ways…we will look at optical illusions, express-
ing ourselves through the details, cartooning and more. 

If you would ever like to donate to the art classroom, the following supplies are always appreciated: copy 
paper, pencils, sensitive skin/unscented baby wipes, plastic egg cartons, watercolor paint pans (8-color), and 
old magazines that the students can cut out of for collages and such. Thank you for your ongoing support of 
your child’s whole education! 

  

 

Music News 
 

 

We’re off to a great start in music class! All students have begun learning a new song, working with our 
classroom instruments and learning how to respond to music in different ways. Second graders have begun 
learning about the ballet in preparation for our OCPS field trip to see the ballet of “Beauty and the Beast”. 
Third, fourth, and fifth graders have begun learning about the orchestral music behind their upcoming OCPS 
field trip to the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra. It’s going to be a great year in music, and there is much to 
look forward to! Happy music making!  

            

Science News 

 
 

Welcome back Stingrays! I am so excited to be teaching the Science Lab this year! We have already started 
getting knee deep in science as 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders have been doing various experiments to apply the 
scientific process. In September, 3rd grade will be understanding about stars and the importance of our Sun. 
Also, the 4th graders will be looking at Earth and space with some fun hands-on activities about the con-
cepts of night and day, the seasons, and the phases of the moon. 5th grade will be doing some fun experi-
ments with matter and the forces of motion. I am excited to announce that this year there will be a Science 
Club that meets once a month for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. If your child loves to participate in science and 
STEM activities, this club is perfect for them. Sign-up sheets will be going home the first week in September. 
The Science Lab would greatly appreciate any donations of stopwatches and Clorax wipes. I look forward to 
an amazing year! 


